
Name: Jeanine Caramore Telephone Number: 516-647-3926

Address: 2 Carlton Drive. Massapequa NY 11758

Resident of Massapequa School District for over 40 years.

Number of children currently attending public school:

Pre-School 1K-6 7-8 9 110-12

Number of:
2 Graduates of MSD Graduates of other public high schools

The two graduates of MSD listed above pertain to Jeanine Caramore and her husband.

(Please type single-spaced answers directly under the questions expanding
space as needed.)

Education: List names of schools attended as well as degree(s) and
certifications received.

. BA Psychology- Boston College

. Masters Child Development- Tufts University

. Juris Doctorate- Boston College Law School

. Masters School Counseling- LIU/CW Post

Professional Experience: Please include at least the last 5 years.
Currently, I work as an academic tutor, assisting students with ACT/SAT
preparation. Prior work experience includes working as a middle and high school
guidance counselor, as well as working in the legal profession in the areas of
legal malpractice, worker's compensation, and prosecuting criminal matters.
Additionally, while attaining my advanced educational degrees in Boston, I

interned and worked as an attorney and law guardian for children in abuse and
neglect cases and delinquency matters. I also supervised visitation between
children and their non-custodial parents.

Personal/Professional Accom pl is h ments a nd Awards :

. Nidan (2nd degree black belt) Shotokan Karate

. University of Michigan Law School Child Welfare Law Fellowship
Recipient

. Scholar of the College - Boston College

. Golden Key National Honor Society- Boston College
Comm un ity ServiceA/olu nteerism :

. Vice President (past two years) and Secretary (first year) of the



Massapequa School District Board of Education from 2018- 2021
. Karate instructor for the PAL Shotokan Karate Programs in

Wantagh/Seaford and Massapequa
. Board Member of the Michael Manzella Foundation: a non-profit

organization dedicated to cancer research, children's causes, education
and the arts

. PTA member and active in PTA activities

. Class parent at Unqua Elementary School for 8 years
Please explain your personal education philosophy.
I believe in educating the whole child to produce confident, well-rounded,
analytical and creative thinkers, who are not only successful academically and
professionally but also become active and honorable citizens in their
communities.

What specifically do you think are the three most critical issues to address
in public education today, and what solutions would you offer?
The paramount critical issue facing public education today is the re-entry of all
students at every grade level to full in-person instruction within school buildings
in a safe manner, progressing foruuard with a return to normalcy of all in-person
school-related activities and events. As the pandemic has detrimentally affected
students educationally and socially/emotionally, we must continue to offer
educational support to combat any regression and offer social and emotional
support so that they feel comfortable and confident to participate in school
activities and interact in person with teachers and peers. We should continue to
outreach families in need of assistance, offer supportive PPS services, and
identify at-risk students. We also need to continue to provide a supportive
environment for our teachers, who have had to endure so many changes over
the past year and a half. Secondly, we must continue to focus on school safety
as this remains an integral part of any re-entry plan. Serving as the School
Board liaison on our school district's SAVE Committee, Student Safety
Committee and Student Advisory Committee, I understand the importance of
maintaining a robust security system and plan, especially at a time when
students are emotionally struggling. We should continue our strong relationships
with the Seventh Precinct and Homeland Security and work collaboratively to
identify any threats to the physical safety and emotional well-being of our
students and staff. Thirdly, every school district is facing growing fiscal
pressures, having had to spend unexpected resources on items related to the
pandemic, including purchasing Chromebooks and technological equipment and
services, PPE, cleaning supplies, dividers, hiring additional supportive staff and
substitutes, and rental of storage equipment and tents for additional spaces.
Fortunately, due to prudent fiscal planning, we have been able to address the
additional expenses and open our schools for our students and staff in a safe
manner. We must continue to be conservative with our spendlng, planning for
potential cuts in state aid and retirement system expenses, and preserving
resources in case we need them again for other unprecedented circumstances.



What do you feel you can contribute as a school board member?
Over the past three years, my legal and school counseling experiences have
served as an asset to our school board, as my background and knowledge
provide creative thinking for suggestions for school building issues and legal
matters and assist in the ability to make fact-based board decisions.

How do you define the role of a school board and its individual members?
The school board is the governing body of a school district charged with setting
school policies, adopting the school budget, and enacting resolutions. While
individual school board members provide input, can assist in proposals, and act
as liaisons between the community members and the administration, school
board members do not have individual decision-making authority but rather,
function as a unit through a resolution, voting process.

Do you support the district's proposed 2021-2022 school budget? PIease
explain.
Yes, I fully support the proposed 2021-2022 school budget as I have been
present for all budget presentations made to the school board, and it is a sound
budget. Therefore, I have voted to approve its adoption.

What programs would you consider essential to maintain the current level
of education in our district?
It is essential to maintain all programs that directly impact the educational
process, promote and maintain a safe environment for students and staff, and
support social-emotional growth and health.

Where would you consolidate, reduce and/or eliminate programs either due
to fiscal constraints, to streamline for tax savings, or to make room for
additional programs?
Should we be in a situation due to fiscal constraint, where we must consolidate,
reduce, or eliminate programs, I would request a review of programs for efficacy.
Then, in conjunction with advice from administration and operating within the
confines of contractual obligations, I would seek to reduce or eliminate programs
that have the least instructional impact on our children's education and activities.

What programs would you consider addinq to improve the current level of
education in our district with consideration of fiscal responsibility?
The pandemic has altered the educational process and detrimentally affected
students'skill sets and social-emotional groMh. As such, I believe programs that
address skill regression and promote healthy re-entry to in-person instruction
and activities are needed most right now. Some students will have a difficult
time transitioning back to normal, so we need to provide outreach and mental
health suppotl so that students feel comfoftable and confident interacting with
teachers and peers in a true normal setting again.



What process would you follow in prioritizing which programs are added,
reduced, consolidated, eliminated, and/or maintained?
I would seek input from administration, teachers, students, and community
members, possibly using surveys or committees, to assess where students need
the most assistance academically and emotionally right now. Then, I would
request that administration and teachers implement plans to address these
needs so that we can combat any regression and support re-entry into school
activities.

Please sign below granting permission to publish the information provided as is
regarding content and context with edits for formatting as need for uniformity and
readability.

Signature requi Date


