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Name: Kerry Wachter   Telephone Number:  
 

Address: Massapequa Park, NY 11762 

 

Resident of Massapequa School District for 23 years. 
 

Number of children currently attending public school: 
 

____ Pre-School ____1___ K-6   ___1_  7-8   ___ 9  __1__10-12 

 

Number of: 
____ Graduates of MSD ____ Graduates of other public high schools 

 

(Please type single-spaced answers directly under the questions expanding space as needed.) 
 

Education: List names of schools attended as well as degree(s) and certifications received. 
Grover Cleveland H.S. 1990 
Queensborough CC, Associates Degree, Liberal Arts  
 

Professional Experience:  Please include at least the last 5 years. 
2009 – present Presbyterian Community Church, Full Charge Bookkeeper 
2017 – present North Shore Community Church, Bookkeeper 
 

Personal/Professional Accomplishments and Awards: 
Cub Scouts: Pack Person of the Year 2015 
Town of Oyster Bay Woman of Distinction Award 2020 
New York State School Board Association “Board Achievement Award” 2020 
New York State School Board Association “Board Excellence Award” 2020 
 

Community Service/Volunteerism: 

Currently:  President, Massapequa Board of Education, Co-Chair of MSD Budget and Finance 

Committee, MSD Audit Committee, Treasurer BSA Troop 776 

Past: McKenna PTA Treasurer, 1st VP, and President; Cub Scout Pack 776 Treasurer; MSD Facilities 

Task Force (2014); Cub Scout Den Leader & Recruitment Chair; Massapequa Council of PTAs 

Curriculum Chairperson; Sunday School Teacher. 

 

Please explain your personal education philosophy. 
 

My personal education philosophy is that all children are unique with different strengths and abilities. 

Our learning environments should reflect that reality and should not be “one size fits all”. We must set 

the bar high and give our students every opportunity to achieve success. Our teachers are the 

foundation of our education system and they should have the freedom to use their professional 

judgment to provide a solid education to the students in their classrooms.  
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What specifically do you think are the three most critical issues to address in public education 
today, and what solutions would you offer? 

 
The three most critical issues in public education today are, restoring our schools to pre-COVID 
operations, helping our students deal with the mental health challenges and educational loss brought 
on by the pandemic lockdowns. 
I would help institute policies that are scientifically sound, based on data and experience ensuring our 
students return to school in the Fall with the least restrictions possible, while keeping in mind the 
safety of our students, teachers and staff. Ensure ALL extra curricular activities are restored for all 
students, sports, art, music and clubs; these activities are essential for our students’ social/emotional 
health. In addition, I would utilize the relationship we have with Northwell Health for mental health 
services to support struggling students. Lastly, I would recommend a board goal to compile data on 
local assessments and standardized tests taken by our students to identify where they exhibit 
weaknesses and ensure we implement the appropriate supports and/or changes to the curriculum to 
bring our students back to where they were pre-pandemic.  
 
What do you feel you can contribute as a school board member?  
 
I have served the last three years as a trustee on the board, two of them as President. I have 
immersed myself in training with NYSSBA, earning Level 1 and 2 awards which prepares me to carry 
out my role effectively. I have the experience needed to hit the ground running on day one to continue 
the work we have been doing to keep moving Massapequa forward. I am also a parent of three 
children in the district, which gives me insight into the schools and how they are functioning for our 
families. 
 
How do you define the role of a school board and its individual members? 

Although the board consists of five members, the board is a collective body, which must work 
together and act as one. The role of the school board is to hire the superintendent, and work with him 
or her to develop goals for the district that reflect the values of our community which in turn the 
Superintendent carries out. The board also provides oversight of budgets, contracts, facilities, and 
personnel. I found the following quote that seems to sum up the role of the board of education, “All 
too often, school board members are like fire fighters on the ground, battling the flames when 
they should be in a helicopter above the fire, able to see how extensive the blaze is, which way 
the wind is blowing and where the resources need to be deployed.” -Anonymous  

 

Do you support the district’s proposed 2021-2022 school budget? Please explain. 
I support the 2021-22 school budget because it is a fiscally sound budget that maintains all programs 
for our students and is at the tax cap. 
 
What programs would you consider essential to maintain the current level of education in our 
district? 

I believe ALL programs in place are essential to maintaining our current level of education. 
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Where would you consolidate, reduce and/or eliminate programs either due to fiscal 
constraints, to streamline for tax savings, or to make room for additional programs? 
 

It is always important to evaluate the programs in place to determine if they are a benefit to our 

students. Now, more than ever it is essential that we ensure our programs and courses reflect the 

needs of a 21st century education. Outdated or obsolete classes should be eliminated and replaced 

with a relevant alternative. 

 

What programs would you consider adding to improve the current level of education in our 
district with consideration of fiscal responsibility? 

 
I would love to see the Makerspace program revamped and implemented in our elementary schools. 
We need to come up with a better plan for our students to utilize the program. I would also like to see 
a Civics and Personal Finance class be brought to the High School, our students need to be 
equipped to handle their finances properly and take their civic obligations seriously. 
 
What process would you follow in prioritizing which programs are added, reduced, 
consolidated, eliminated, and/or maintained? 

 

I would utilize the information presented to the board at our monthly meetings regarding programs in 

place, consult with administration and all stakeholders, including teachers, and parents to determine 

which programs should be added, eliminated or maintained. 

 

Please sign below granting permission to publish the information provided as is regarding content and 
context with edits for formatting as need for uniformity and readability. 
 

____________________________     _________________ 

Signature required        Date 
 

Kerry Wachter 04/25/2021 


